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The androgynous, asexual Buddha of contemporary popular imagination stands in stark contrast to the
muscular, virile, and sensual figure presented in Indian Buddhist texts. In early Buddhist literature and art,
the Buddha’s perfect physique and sexual prowess are important components of his legend as the world’s
“ultimate man.” He is both the scholarly, religiously inclined brahman and the warrior ruler who excels in
martial arts, athletic pursuits, and sexual exploits. The Buddha effortlessly performs these dual roles,
combining his society’s norms for ideal manhood and creating a powerful image taken up by later followers
in promoting their tradition in a hotly contested religious marketplace.

In this groundbreaking study of previously unexplored aspects of the early Buddhist tradition, John Powers
skillfully adapts methodological approaches from European and North American historiography to the study
of early Buddhist literature, art, and iconography, highlighting aspects of the tradition that have been
surprisingly invisible in earlier scholarship. The book focuses on the figure of the Buddha and his monastic
followers to show how they were constructed as paragons of masculinity, whose powerful bodies and
compelling sexuality attracted women, elicited admiration from men, and convinced skeptics of their
spiritual attainments.
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From reader reviews:

James Reveles:

This A Bull of a Man: Images of Masculinity, Sex, and the Body in Indian Buddhism book is not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. That A Bull of a Man: Images of Masculinity, Sex, and the Body in
Indian Buddhism without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry A Bull of a Man: Images of Masculinity, Sex, and the Body in Indian
Buddhism can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This A Bull of a Man: Images of Masculinity, Sex,
and the Body in Indian Buddhism having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really
feel uninterested in reading.

Bruno Reed:

Here thing why that A Bull of a Man: Images of Masculinity, Sex, and the Body in Indian Buddhism are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as delicious as food or not. A Bull of a Man: Images of Masculinity, Sex, and the
Body in Indian Buddhism giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no book that similar with A Bull of a Man: Images of Masculinity, Sex, and the Body in
Indian Buddhism. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of A Bull of a Man: Images of Masculinity, Sex, and the Body in
Indian Buddhism in e-book can be your option.

Evelyn Broderick:

A Bull of a Man: Images of Masculinity, Sex, and the Body in Indian Buddhism can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing A
Bull of a Man: Images of Masculinity, Sex, and the Body in Indian Buddhism although doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Judy Yelle:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone



to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is A Bull of a Man: Images of Masculinity, Sex, and the Body in Indian
Buddhism this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain
it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book
suitable all of you.
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