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In this provocative inquiry into the status of animals in human society from the fifth century BC to the
present, Rod Preece provides a wholly new perspective on the human–animal relationship.

Brute Souls, Happy Beasts, and Evolution traces the historical status of animals in western civilization, and
shows that current scholarship in this area is seriously deficient. Preece particularly contests the customary
claims: that the Christian doctrine has denied immortality to animals, with the corresponding implication that
they were thereby denied ethical consideration; that there was a near universal belief animals were intended
for human use, with the corresponding implication that they were not ends in themselves, and were thus not
entitled to ethical consideration; that Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution had a profoundly positive impact
on the way in which nonhuman animals were regarded and treated; and that the idea of the “happy beast”
was merely a trope to condemn humans for their hubris and was not at all a sincere attempt to raise the status
of animals.

In contrast to prevailing intellectual opinion, Preece argues that a significant number of early Christians were
vegetarian; that control of nature was often undertaken not at the expense of animals but, in part, out of
exasperation at their tribulations; that the Cartesian conception of animals as automata was largely rejected,
especially in the English-speaking world; that Darwin’s theory of natural selection had no appreciable
influence on the status of animals; and, finally, that “theriophily” – the notion of animal superiority over
humans – was given greater credence than is commonly recognized.

Rod Preece believes that our ethical responsibilities to animals are ill served by the current simplistic and
misleading conception of the historical record, and with this book, attempts a significant re-thinking of the
human–animal perspective. Brute Souls, Happy Beasts, and Evolution will be required reading for those
from animal scientists to animal philosophers to animal rights activists who have an interest in the history
and philosophy of animal ethics.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Reynolds:

The particular book Brute Souls, Happy Beasts, and Evolution: The Historical Status of Animals has a lot
details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the
very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Dorothy Pierce:

This Brute Souls, Happy Beasts, and Evolution: The Historical Status of Animals is great publication for you
because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can point out no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Brute Souls, Happy Beasts, and Evolution: The Historical Status of Animals in your hand
like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Kelly Gomes:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Brute Souls, Happy Beasts, and Evolution: The Historical Status of Animals this e-
book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can
the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Cheri Tow:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Brute Souls, Happy Beasts, and Evolution: The
Historical Status of Animals can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these guides have than the others?
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