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Richard Wagner's Die Meistersinger has always called forth superlatives from those who have fallen under
its spell. Toscanini wanted to lay his baton down for the last time only after he had conducted a performance
of it. Paderewski called it 'the greatest work of genius ever achieved by any artist in any field of human
endeavour.' H.L. Mencken declared, 'It took more skill to plan and write it than it took to plan and write the
whole canon of Shakespeare.'

And yet Wagner's many-splendoured comedy has come under severe criticism in recent years for what has
been called its 'dark underside,' its 'fascist brutality,' and its 'ugly anti-Semitism.' In Wagner and the Wonder
of Art, renowned opera expert M. Owen Lee addresses that criticism. He also provides an introduction to the
opera and an analysis that will surprise even those veteran operagoers who may not have explored the work's
intricate structure and the emotional drama at its centre. The book includes the on-air commentary that
Father Lee gave during the first radio broadcast from the Metropolitan Opera after the events of 9/11. He
thought it necessary, after attempting to refute the charges leveled against Wagner's opera, to say something
about its truthfulness, its life-affirming music, its insight into the madness that can destroy human lives, and
its witness to the importance of art for the survival of our civilizations.
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From reader reviews:

David Dugas:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for people. The book Wagner and the Wonder of Art: An Introduction to Die Meistersinger
was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The book Wagner and the Wonder of Art: An Introduction to Die Meistersinger is not
only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You
can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book
Wagner and the Wonder of Art: An Introduction to Die Meistersinger. You never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Paul Douglas:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day
to reading a publication. The book Wagner and the Wonder of Art: An Introduction to Die Meistersinger it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You
can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
features high quality.

Barbara McGowan:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Wagner and the Wonder of Art: An Introduction to Die
Meistersinger why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

Albert Lightner:

This Wagner and the Wonder of Art: An Introduction to Die Meistersinger is great reserve for you because
the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can declare
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering



sentences. Having Wagner and the Wonder of Art: An Introduction to Die Meistersinger in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?
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